
Drought Indices for Drought Monitoring 

Drought is a recurrent phenomenon in the Indian subcontinent. During the colonial period, many 

droughts in India turned into severe famines causing massive human losses.  As far as loss of crop due 

to drought is concerned, it is the agricultural drought affecting the crop growth as well as production. 

Agricultural drought can be thought of as the result of a shortage of precipitation over a particular 

timescale that leads to a soil moisture deficit that limits water availability for crops to such an extent 

that yields are reduced . Agricultural drought can have severe economic and social consequences, 

especially in regions with limited water resources or with imbalances between water demand and 

natural supply capacity. As a result, a range of indicators is used to detect and monitor agricultural 

drought, which are typically based on the use of meteorological observations and estimates from 

remote sensing and/or modelling. To reduce the serious consequences of drought, besides improving 

the understanding of the hazard and the factors that infuence vulnerability, there are calls for more 

attention to prediction/early warning activities (i.e., risk assessment) that could improve drought 

preparedness and response, as well as to reduce future impacts 

Drought Monitoring 

 


